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    .:Joanne Cash:.          By: Linda Brown 
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    .:Current News:.       By :Kris Brown Gabbitas 

Finally- Words we as a company are sayingéOur first issue as the com-

pany .:diagnote:.Generation Now Magazine. After a hiatus of three years Diganote 

Publications is back under new leadership with a fresh new look into the lives of Chris-

tian Artists. Our focus is strong and our goals are set. Stay with us as we test new 

subjects, and bring current issues to life. Positive words to encourage is our 

motto, and we live it. 

ñAs I Live and Breathe" would be a good title for a future album by 

Joanne Cash as she says that singing is breathing and singing 

hymns is living.  Joanne, who has overcome an impetuous mar-

riage, divorce, and drug addiction, now believes she has found her 

niche in God's plan for her life. Joanne, the second youngest of 

seven siblings, was born in Arkansas and spent many childhood 

days alongside the family picking cotton in the hot southern 

sun.  She recalls how they would sing as they worked and then 

spend evenings in front of the radio listening to country and gospel 

music programs.  Once the programs were over, her mother, a self

-taught pianist, would gather her brood around the old piano and 

they would sing and harmonize for hours.   She believes that is why 

her family was so close knit. Joanne's desire to go to heaven be-

gan following the death of her brother Jack in 1944 when she was 

six.  It wasn't until many years after, that she truly came to understand God and what his pur-

pose was for her life.  She and her husband, Dr. Harry Yates, established the Nashville Cowboy 

Church, and Joanne uses her God-given musical talent each Sunday, singing for the Lord. The 

Cowboy Church meets each Sunday at 10a.m in the Texas Troubadour Theater across from the 

Opryland Hotel.  Each Sunday and Wednesday evening, they meet at The Ranch in Goodlettsville, 

Tennessee.  She says they have hundreds of visitors each week, and many find the Lord. Her 

2007 release "Gospel" is especially dear to her as her famous brother, Johnny Cash, helped select 

the songs on it, even singing with her on five of them.   To those who love the old-time gospel 

songs, you will love this album.  It has the time -honored hymns, such as "Softly and Tenderly", 

"It Is Well", "Life's Railway", "Will the Circle Be Unbroken?" and many others.  



 The Glovers, Kathy and Adam.  Want to  encourage others as they use their destructive past 

experiences to reach out to those who are dealing with guilt and shame on a daily basis. Kathy's 

story begins with she was born to an unwed mother in Henderson, KY.  She was adopted at six 

months.  She was almost raped on her first date at age fifteen.  By sixteen, her promiscuous life-

style found her pregnant.  Her solution to this was an abortion. She continued her self-destructive 

path which culminated in other abortions, severe alcohol problems, and a failed marriage. Adam's 

strongest childhood remembrance is when his two year old sister was accidentally run over by 

their dad when Adam was four.  This tragic event destroyed his family and Adam became an alco-

holic.  He provided his girlfriend with an abortion when he was eighteen. Adding this to his pain, 

he used alcohol and drugs to help numb himself; therefore, he had no long-lasting relationships. 

He and Kathy met when they played in a country music group in various bars. They married in 

1994 and had two children, one in 1995 and another 1996.  At this point, they decided they didn't 

want to continue the bar scene. Kathy began teaching in her daughterôs school, wondering all the 

while why God has her doing it. It wasnôt until she connected with the 12 and 13 year olds did she 

finally realized God did have a purpose for her being there. She needed to tell her story. The only 

problem was that she had never shared her story with Adam and that terrified her. She believed her marriage was on rocky ground and feared 

the past would destroy it completely. She took it to God and finally told Adam who was extremely sympathetic and supportive. It also freed him 

to tell her about his troubled past, freeing them both to become the servants God intended. This all took place just as Kathy and Adam were 

putting together a Christian album with Les Butler. The year 2002 became a pivotal year for the couple. Kathy found herself counseling at Al-

pha Alternative, a pregnancy crisis center, 21 years after her first abortion. Then, in 2005, the Lord caused her to write ñSaving My Lifeò which 

deals with her past and abortion. This song along with the public sharing of their history of abortions, alcohol use, and struggling marriage 

opened an entirely new ministry. In the fall of that year, Kathy was partially responsible for a Bible-based post-abortion study which has 

evolved into a ministry of healing to those who have undergone abortions. One of the women who participated in the study told Kathy she had 

an abortion 30 years ago and Kathy was the first person sheôd ever told. The Glovers had just completed a seminar dealing with abortion and 

who it hurts before coming to GMA and plan to continue to reach out to those within the Church who have not been able to receive healing and 

forgiveness in the past because of their abortions. Working in this field over the last few years, the Glovers see the importance of Christians 

receiving freedom from shame and guilt as necessary if they are going to be effective in Godôs Kingdom. This couple exudes the love and 

forgiveness of God and we all can benefit from being in their company if only for a short time. 

GRITS is a southern food usually served with any meal south of the Mason-Dixie line, but it also the 

name of a rapping duo from Nashville, TN.  After 18 years and six albums, both men want to continue 

to ôput out music that will empower people to another level, spirituallyõ.  They want people to think 

about what they believe and why they believe it. GRITS donõt want to be just another band, the men 

want people to experience life and not be afraid of failure.  They say ôliving the life of Christ is not 

about whether you pass or fail, but how consistent you areõ.  Each believes in constantly seeking 

and being honest about oneõs life.  Neither is ashamed about having been divorced and remarried. 

òLifeõs about making mistakes and getting back up and dusting yourself off.  Learn from your mis-

takes, but go on.  Itõs not about how you start, but how you finish.  You may not start strong, but you 

need to finish strong.ó GRITS is comprised of Coffee (Stacy Jones) and Bonafide (Teron Carter). 

               .: The Glovers:.     By: Linda Brown 

                 .: Grits :.              By: Kris Brown Gabbitas 
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        .: The Imperials :.                   By: Linda Brown 

          .: Help for yourself :.          By: Kris Brown Gabbitas 
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When one thinks The Imperials , one immediately thinks of the 

world-reknown quartet that earned four Grammys and 17 Dove 
Awards, but as I sat down with the four young men who comprise 

the Imperials of today, the faces are unknown.  They introduce 
themselves as Jason Morales, baritone; Jeremie Hudson, tenor; 

Shannon Smith, lead; and Ian Owens, bass. 

 They explain to me that the new faces are due to the fact that the 
only remaining original member, Armond Morales, retired in 2003, 

giving management to his son, Jason.   They were, also, quick to 
inform that the Imperials of today are closer to the original Imperi-

als, a tight -blend of Southern Gospel.  They said the most re-
quested song is "Praise the Lord" 

 In discussing such titles as "Oh, Buddha", Sail On", and "Heed the 

Call", they laughed and said a lot of people identify these songs 
with the Imperials.   They said that was when Russ Taff was lead 

singer for the group.  They discussed the many personnel changes 
over the years from the original men Jake Hess had initially asked 

to staff this 'super -group': Gary McSpadden, baritone; Sherril Neil-

sen, tenor;  Henry Slaughter, Pianist; and Armond Morales, 
bass.  Jake wanted the 'best of the best'.  

 Jason Morales had worked with the Imperials following his high school graduation for eight years as sound engi-
neer.  He took a year's leave and while gone, he met and married Erin.   Following their marriage, he was offered the 

baritone position by his dad in the fall of 1999.   He and Erin have a daughter Kay. 
Ian Owens sang bass with two bands before he was hired by the Cumberland Quartet. The son and grandson of bass 

singers Bidwell Owens and Butch Owens, respectively, Ian grew up around Southern Gospel.  He is married to the 

love of his life, Megan, and they have a son, Liam. 
 Jeremie Hudson is originally from Alabama and he and his wife, Amanda, have three children:  Michael, Clint, and 

Emma.  It was following the birth of Clint in 1999, that he was invited to join the Imperials.  
 Shannon Smith joined the Imperials in 2000.   He began singing at age five in his dad's church in New York.  His 

heart, he says, is to serve God where ever God places him.  He and his wife, Victoria, have two children:   Nicholas 

and Victoria. 
 The quartet had just finished the first album since they had been together and hope Southern Gospel listeners will, 

once again, take The Imperials to their hearts so they can continue to sing as they believe they are called.  

Gossip: In Proverbs 18: 21 It tells us that ñThere is power and death in the tongue and those who love it will eat its 

fruitò. Yet, we as a society treat gossip as something lighter then air, something that has no substance, that it canôt 

do damage to a person's soul. I disagree!  I have learned that you can hold someone in a certain place in their life by 
talking about them. Matthew 16:19 says ñI will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on 

earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." So, if we have the power 

to loose things on earth by saying someone is something because we see them do things they shouldn't do or 
by seeing them not do things we think they should,  we are keeping them locked in that moment in time when they 

might have or might not have done what we are accusing them of. In Proverbs 18: 8 it says ñThe words of a gossip 
are like choice morsels; they go down to a man's inmost parts.ò This tells me that it goes to the heart of a person, the 

deepest part of the heart and can kill that person, maybe not literally, but most definitely, spiritually. So, check your-

self; make sure you arenôt doing damage.  If you find yourself talking about someoneé stop! Ask for forgiveness and 
try harder next time. Let's be the generation that stops gossip in its place.                   (New International Version)    
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   .: Britt Nicole:.                    By: Kris Brown Gabbitas 

Triumph Media Group was founded in 2003 by siblings Kris 

Brown Gabbitas, and Stevan Brown. They had a heart for serving 

God and felt that what they had to say was something people 

wanted to listen to. After much prayer and soul searching they 

decided to launch Generation Now Magazine, a magazine that 

would focus on bringing the Christian Industry to life. Kris has 

worked with Diganote Publications since 2002, and felt God was 

calling her to use her style of writing in a way that would make 

you feel like you knew her; coupled with Stevanôs gift of inter-

viewing would help to showcase the highlights of every person 

they interviewé using positive words to encourage. 

V ivacious, sweet, with a sound that makes you want to 
get up and dance too. Britt Nicole  is the girl who 
makes you feel like you are finally hanging with the 
cool crowd, but this cool crowd knows the meaning of 

life, and the importance of God being the center focus of life. 
Raised in church Britt was actively involved in her youth group, 
and still helps out when she is at home, stating the importance 
of being a role model to the younger generation. She started 
singing at the age of three in her home church, and in high 
school with her brother and cousin on Charlotteõs WAXN- TV. 
Britt knew that God was calling her to sing from a young age, 
and even though she was offered a scholarship to Belmont Uni-
versity she felt like pursuing music was Godõs calling on her life; 
to reach out to the youth today and show them about God and 
how they do not have to conform to the world to be popular. 
Her music is fresh, danceable and pulls you in. Her new album 
òSay Itó is scheduled for release in May 2007 .  
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